


TWO-YEAR INDEX 


Reprints and back issues available. Call HMM at 1-800-328-3211. 


Hospital Materials Management changed its format in February 1988 and continued 
to change and add new departments and features throughout the past two years. 
This index should provide readers with a quick way to locate particular articles or to 


gather background on a specific topic. 


Price surveys are listed under a topic area as well as collectively. Job Mart and 


Surplus items are not indexed. 





American Society for Hospital Materials 
Management (ASHMM) 

¢ Bar coding reports should be flexible. Sep 
89:16. 

¢ Build your hospital reputation to protect 
against downsizing. Sep 89:18. 

¢ CFOs say material managers need more pro- 
gressive style. Sep 89:15. 

¢ Equipment leases offer potential financial 
benefits. Sep 89:18. 

© Materials managers need not run hospital 
waste programs. Sep 89:16. 

¢ St. Paul/ Ramsey saves using logistics man- 
agement. Sep 89:19. 

¢ Use performance measures to gauge depart- 
ment’s success. Sep 89:17. 


Automated Systems 

¢ AmHS database provides hospitals with a 
link to AmHS contract managment informa- 
tion. Mar 90:16. 

¢ Automated system a first for Canada. Jan 
89:3. 

¢ Automated MM system use nears 82% in 
U.S. Oct 90:4. 

¢ Brockton Hospital finishes AMAR installa- 
tion. May 90:15. 

¢ Canadian system picks AMS automated 
package. Aug 89:5. 

¢ Carondelet installs information system. Jul 
89:5. 

¢ Children’s Boston expands its LAN network. 
Feb 90:5. 

¢ Consider department needs, system per- 
formance when deciding to automate. Aug 
89:9. 

¢ EDI deserves attention from materials man- 
agers. Mar 90:17. 

¢ Epic installs Baxter system in its 36 member 
hospitals. Jun 89:8. 

¢ Good Sam automates patient equipment 
records. Dec 90:15. 

* Hospitals consider changes on automated 
MM systems. Jun 89:1. 

* Hospitals need to change computer buying 
methods. Jul 89:17. 

¢ LAN controls purchasing information for 
NYU. Mar 90:16. 


¢ MedEcon signs software, ventilator contracts. 


Mar 90:8. 
¢ Memorial converts its manual inventory sys- 
tem. Nov 89:3. 


* MMs cutting costs with computers. Aug 89:1. 


* Moses Cone Hospital implements EDI net- 
work. Mar 90:16. 

¢ Northwestern automates capital equipment 
tracking. Dec 90:4. 

¢ St. Vincent automates MM with GTE sys- 
tems. Mar 90:5. 

¢ SunHealth automates pharmacy purchasing. 
Nov 89:7. 

* Northwestern to reduce inventory by $4.4 
million. Oct 89:8. 


¢ Pharmacy automation will extend to elec- 
tronic POs. Mar 90:17. 

* Regional groups put focus on computer 
equipment contracts. Oct 89:10. 

¢ Systems’ growing role creates new automa- 
tion planning. Oct 89:10. 

¢ Three of four large hospitals have automated 
MM system. Aug 89:1. 

* USAMC to begin third phase of its MM sys- 
tem in November. Oct 89:8. 


Bar Coding 

¢ Bar coding reports should be flexible. Sep 
89:16. 

* CMC saves one hour input time with bar 
coding. Oct 90:5. 

* Good Sam automates patient equipment 
records. Dec 90:15. 

¢ Hospitals decide bar coding commitment. 
Oct 89:4. 

* Hospitals share successes of EDI, bar coding 
programs. Aug 89:19. 

¢ Long Beach labeling speeds med-surg deliv- 
ery. Mar 90:4. 

¢ Suppliers agree to use bar codes on bulk 
items. Aug 89:11. 

¢ Thomas Jefferson finds savings using bar 
codes. Aug 89:11. 

¢ Thomas Jefferson shows off seven bar code 
applications at HIBCC. Aug 89:20. 


Capital Equipment/Equipment 

¢ Alexian buys $2.4. million in surgery equip- 
ment. May 90:4. 

¢ AmeriNet signs $7mm building controls con- 
tract. Dec 90:7. 

* Capnet data base yields key price informa- 
tion. Nov 89:5. 

¢ Equipment leases offer potential financial 
benefits. Sep 89:18. 

¢ Four materials mangers create a ‘cookbook’ 
for hospital capital equipment procurement. 
Feb 90:13. 

¢ HCFA administrator requires feedback on 
medical capital prospective payment policy. 
Apr 90:15. 

* Hospitals vary in the amount of involvement 
materials managers have in capital equipment. 
Mar 90:10. 

¢ Hospital evaluates smoke evacuators. Feb 
90:14. 

¢ Huntsville expands rehab services and equi- 
ipment. Dec 90:15. 

* New equipment catalog to reach 7,000 hospi- 
tals. May 89:3. 

¢ Northwestern automates capital equipment 
tracking. Dec 90:4. 

¢ Orthopedic softgood prices stable, expected 
to decline. 

Aug 89:12. 

¢ RSNA emphasizes practical equipment. Jan 
89:10. 

¢ UHC tries new approach to equipment ser- 


vice. Mar 89:4. 

* Used medical equipment generates little cash 
for hospitals; old devices donated to charities. 
Apr 90:9. 

* UVA-MC seeks a prime vendor arrangement. 
Apr 90:5. 


Decubitus Care/Therapeutic Beds 

(See also Product Evaluations) 

* UHC signs therapeutic bed contract with 
KCI. Dec 90:9. 

¢ VHA Supply signs therapeutic bed agree- 
ment. Dec 89:5. 


Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) 
¢ Alta Bates-Herrick plans accounting controls. 
Feb 90:5. 
Baxter sells its MMIS Business Unit. Oct 90:2. 
¢ EDI business plan on Oct. deadline. Oct 90:2. 
¢ Groups, allliances seek the right mix of ser- 
vices. Feb 90:1. 
¢ HCA members have EDI access to 1,500 ven- 
dors. Sep 89:6. 
¢ HealthOne automates OR, lab in Twin-Cities 
hospitals. Dec 89:4. 
* Hospitals need to assume greater role in EDI. 
Aug 89:19. 
* Hospitals share successes of EDI, bar coding 
programs. Aug 89:19 
* Major EDI vendors expand networks, test 
new features. Jul 89:7. 
Baxter meeting targets for ASAP installa- 
tion. 
Competing vendors find cooperative 
ground. 
Corporate Alliance adds Quick Link cus- 
tomers. 
J & J completing tests on new price update 
feature. 
¢ Vendors plan expansion of electronic order- 
ing networks. Jan 89:1. 
¢ Vendors without EDI capability face down- 
fall. Dec 89:14. 


Food Supplies and Prices 

¢ Consider two time-honored legal concepts 
related to hospital food service liability. Aug 
89:21. 

* Food, energy price jumps will hit hospitals 
soon. Mar 89:4. 

© Food tampering scare reaches hospitals. Apr 
89:1. 

© Pesticide scare hasn’t changed food buying. 
May 89:1. 


Generic Drugs—see Pharmaceuticals 


Gloves/Glove Shortage 

¢ ACS convention exhibit calls for double glov- 
ing. Jan 89:3. 

* Costs of protective supplies vary widely. Sep 
89:1. 

¢ FDA’s requirements could limit supplies. Feb 
89:1. 

* Glove prices steady or falling. Jun 90:1. 

¢ Imported glove costs fall 50% as shortage 
lessens. Feb 89:2. 

¢ Latex exam glove purchases require hard- 
hitting questions. (Kirit Patel) Nov 89:10. 

¢ SSSH glove contract goes to Regent. Jun 90:8. 
¢ SSSH signed O.R. supply, glove contracts. 
Apr 90:6. 

¢ VHA dietary network guarantees savings. 
Jun 89:1. 





Hospital Materials Management, December 1990 


23 








HCMMS Conference 

¢ HCMMS, NAPM & ASHMM reps meet in- 
formally to discuss future joint meeting, coop- 
eration. Jun 90:16. 

¢ MMs evolve toward support services. Jun 
90:16. 

* Healthcare to adopt EDI uses of other indus- 
tries. Jun 90:17. 

¢ Hospitals should share DRG reimbursement 
info. Jun 90:18. 

¢ MMs can help lab techs with reference lab 
choice. Jun 90:18. 

* HCMMS updates and notes. Jun 90:19. 


Housekeeping/Laundry Management 

* Disposable protective clothes expected to go 
up 3% to 4%. Jun 90:15. 

¢ For-profit laundry saves hospitals $120,000. 
Aug 89:3. 

* Housekeeping pact links AmHS, Service 
Master. Mar 90:8. 

¢ Hospital with a well-planned, efficient laun- 
dry saves on linen purchases and tracks inven- 
tory. Nov 90:14. 

¢ Linen & towel prices steady. Aug 90:1. 

* Lorain Community cut 2.5 FTEs on linen dis- 
tribution in April. Jun 90:14. 

* Materials managers struggle with infection 
and cost control issues when buying linens. Jun 
90:13. 

* Mt. Sinai laundry ready to handle more reus- 
able. Feb 90:3. 

* Service Master offers AmHS hospitals a share 
of profits. Jan 89:4. 

¢ Sharon Reg’! converts to reusables; saves 
$10,000. Oct 90:3. 

* St. John Hospital foresees $70,000 savings on 
linen switch to reusables. Jun 90:13. 

¢ Thomas Hospital to save on linen purchases. 
Nov 90:15. 

* TMC and Carondelet sign linen service con- 
tract. Dec 90:4. 

* Uniform, scrub prices up 5% for some 
groups. Feb 89:2. 

¢ Universal precautions require a ‘common- 
sense’ approach. Dec 88:9. 


Inventory Control/Stockless Purchasing 

¢ Albany plant $1 million inventory reduction. 
Jun 89:9. 

¢ Arizona hospitals face consignment losses. 
Jun 89:2 

* Baylor System centralizes MM and saves $1 
million. Mar 90:3. 

* Block stockless and lose job. Oct 90:1. 

* BMC to complete its centralized systems. 
May 90:3. 

* Boston hospital signs ValueLink agreement. 
Dec 90:4. 

* Cape Fear saves 10% to 15% with standing 
orders. Mar 90:4. 

¢ CAMC obtains 40% inventory reductions. 
Dec 89:3. 

* Centralization cuts St. Jude inventory by 
25%. Dec 90:4. 

* Flagstaff hospital aims for 40% less invento- 
ry. Jun 89:9. 

* For-profit ambulance service requires added 
supply accounting for not-for-profit hospital. 
Jan 89:24. 

* Hospital administrators check out stockless. 
Nov 90:18. 

* LGHCS to get Abbott IVs through a distribu- 
tor. May 90:5. 


Reprints and back issues available. Call HMM at 1-800-328-3211. 


* Long Beach saving with two stockless pro- 
grams. Oct 89:2. 

* Massachusetts General readies data system 
RFP. Mar 90:4. 

© Material managers disagree on values of 
stockless plans. Oct 90:1. 

* Materials manager expresses concern about 
the overwhelming acceptance of JIT by peers 
(Letter to the editor, Phillip Turner). May 90:11. 
* Mercy Hospital makes stock and cart chang- 
es. Apr 89:2. 

* Michael Reese begins just-in-time purchasing 
program. Jul 89:4. 

* MMs plan to cut back on inventory, vendors. 
Jan 89:1. 

¢ New par system slashes Riverside inventory. 
Mar 90:5. 

¢ Northwestern to reduce inventory by $4.4 
million. Oct 89:8. 

* OR staff helps MM department cut invento- 
ry. Apr 90:17. 

¢ Pharmacy directors continue to control phar- 
maceutical ordering, don’t want to change 
(Survey design by Ash Chawla), May 90:14. 

¢ Pick-and-pack system reduces inventory. Jul 
89:3. 

* Purchase Connection signs inventory con- 
tract. Apr 89:5. 

¢ Purchasers review inventory during generics 
investigation. Sep 89:1. 

* Ravenswood department measures its ser- 
vice. Jan 90:3. 

¢ Results will earn materials managers respect, 
trust in ‘90s (Jamie C. Kowalski). Jan 90:14. 

¢ Report form tracks vendor performance at 
Memorial. Feb 90:3. 

¢ Santa Monica moves all its supplies on site. 
Dec 90:5. 

* Scientific inventory planning in materials 
management (Glen B. MacKenzie). Jun 89:16. 

¢ St. Barnabas to save $7 million with stockless. 
Nov 90:3. 

¢ St. Paul/Ramsey saves using logistics man- 
agement. Sep 89:19. 

¢ SUH signs Owen & Minor contract to cut in- 
ventory. Jun 90:3. 

¢ Suture companies offer OR assistance with 
inventory reduction programs. Dec 89:8. 

¢ Tampa General Hospital saves with Harrell’s 
easy and efficient manual inventory system. 
Dec 89:9. 

* Texas hospital to save $50,000 by standardiz- 
ing. Apr 90:4. 

¢ UMH closes warehouse, saves $511,000 annu- 
ally. Nov 89:2. 

* USMC adapts to Friesen System demands. 
Apr 90:3. 

¢ VA purchasers report no supply difficulties. 
May 89:5. 

¢ Wentworth-Douglass gets handle on OR in- 
ventory. Nov 90:4. 


Laboratory/Lab Contracts 

* Lab & microbiology supervisors expect small 
price changes, 1% to 5%, on blood agar plates. 
Nov 90:17. 

* Premier Hospitals Alliance begins lab test 
pact. Nov 89:6. 

¢ SSM-DHS signs Labelco lab supply contract. 
Sep 89:4. 

¢ VHA converts hospitals to Abbott systems. 
May 90:7. 


Materials Management 

¢ Baxter adds MM programs to hospital sup- 
ply division. Sep 89:3. 

* Baxter to divest urologicals and possibly oth- 
er weak lines. May 90:1. 

© Bedford can save $50,000 to $100,000 with 
new plan. Jun 90:5. 

¢ Cash-flow-poor hospitals like consignment. 
Dec 90:1. 

¢ CFOs say material managers need more pro- 
gressive style. Sep 89:15. 

* Consignment offers hospital cost benefits 
(Michael Sjoerdsma). Nov 90:19. 

¢ Deaconess demands PO reference on deliver- 
ies. May 90:3. 

¢ Distributor defends JIT systems (Letter to the 
editor, Ben Welch). Jun 90:2. 

* Doll offers materials managers practical pur- 
chasing advice. (William V. Dell) Mar 90:23. 

¢ Economic indexes send mixed signals. Jul 
89:1. 

* Epic educates materials managers. May 90:8. 
¢ Former MM Housley resigns CEO position. 
Jun 89:3. 

¢ Groups add staff to better track contract com- 
pliance. Nov 89:1. 

¢ Groups can expect challenges to contract ad- 
ministrative prices. Feb 89:6. 

¢ Guide aids MMs in understanding vendors. 
Aug 89:4. 

¢ Hospital materials managers need to be 
aware of actions that constitute legal accep- 
tance. Dec 90:20. 

¢ Hospital materials mangers need to be aware 
of liability for equipment shipped to hospitals. 
Nov 90:25. 

* Hospitals and Vendors expect to see higher 
freight charges. Nov 90:1. 

¢ Hospitals must pay property taxes on leased 
equipment unless a contract states otherwise. 
Jun 90:22. 

¢ Humana focuses on equipment, pharmacy. 
May 89:4. 

¢ Materials management and the quality assu- 
rance process (Paul R. Seidlitz). Feb 89:16. 

* Materials managers deem vendor consulting 
advice acceptable for some materials areas. 
Nov 90:9. 

* Materials manager expresses concern about 
the overwhelming acceptance of JIT by peers 
(Letter to the editor, Phillip Turner). May 90:11. 
* Materials managers must act to mitigate the 
damages caused by a bad contract or supplier. 
Feb 89:18. 

* Materials managers must be wary of contract 
capacity in dealings with corporate suppliers. 
Mar 90:24. 

¢ Materials managers must remember that oral 
contracts can be valid, but difficult to enforce. 
May 90:24. 

¢ Materials managers must respond quickly to 
improper shipped goods to avoid headaches. 
Apr 90:24. 

* Medicare, Medicaid proposed regulations 
create questions. Dec 89:14. 

© MM department adjusts to cope with staff 
cuts. Jul 89:1. 

¢ Northwestern Memorial has full schedule of 
MM projects. Apr 89:8. 

¢ OSHA proposes to enforce CDC universal 
precautions. Jul 89:13. 

* PPI figures in hospital, vendor contracting. 
Aug 89:2. 
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¢ Standards committee includes 60 hospital 
reps. Jun 90:4. 

¢ Suppliers have multiple remedies if they feel 
hospital hasn’t followed a contract's terms. 
Mar 89:18. 

¢ Used medical equipment generates little cash 
for hospitals; old devices donated to charities. 
Apr 90:9. 


Med/Surg Supplies 

¢ AmeriNet’s new capital equipment program 
grows. Sep 90:6. 

¢ Alverno sign contracts for med/surg, com- 
puters. Jul 90:7. 

* Blodgett’s savings go up as med-surg buys 
rise. Jul 90:4. 

¢ Dow Corning customers won't pass price 
hikes to hospitals. Dec 90:2. 

* 'llinois Masonic switches to Stick-Gard for IV 
Lines. Aug/90:11. 

 J&J locks up gauze market, while purchasers 
predict prices will rise at least 4% to 7%, Sep 
90:14 

¢ Kit manufacturer agrees to share financial 
data. Sep 90:3. 

¢ MedEcon awards two med/surg contracts. 
Aug/90:6. 

¢ Med-surg index follows X-ray film prices up, 
Aug/89:16. 

* Med-surg prices up 0.8% in the second quar- 
ter. Nov 90:20. 

¢ Purchasers expect dressings prices to fall, de- 
mand steady. Jul 90:17. 

¢ Purchasers express mixed feelings about tape 
prices. Sep 90:14. 

¢ Simpson calls on peers to gather expired 
med-surg supplies and send them abroad. Sep 
90:15. 

¢ UHC renews Davis & Geck sutures, stapler 
contract. Jul 90:7. 

¢ US. Medical files suit against M.D. Buyline 
for $2.1 million in actual and punitive damag- 
es. Jul 90:9. 


Materials Management Relations with 
Hospital 

¢ Build your hospital reputation to protect 
against downsizing. Sep 89:18. 

¢ Hospital personnel must support materials 
management sales representative policies (Ste- 
phen Huebner). Mar 90:22. 

© Materials managers need administrators’ 
help to determine benefits of group purchasing 
(Claude J. Trafas). Jan 89:13. 

¢ MM function recognized in Denver hospital. 
Mar 90:4. 

¢ Norwood Hospital uses MM representative 
in OR Apr 90:17. 

¢ Porter Memorial changes par replenishment 
hours. Apr 90:3. 

¢ Results will earn materials managers respect 
trust in ‘90s (Jamie C. Kowalski). Jan 90:14. 

¢ Use performance measures to gauge depart- 
ment’s success. Sep 89:17. 


Operating Rooms 

¢ Alexian buys $2.3 million in surgery equip- 
ment. May 90:4. 

* Dof C’s ‘new’ contract produces OR savings. 
Mar 89:4. 

¢ Ethylene oxide prices soar in response to tax. 
Jan 90:2. 

¢ Glen Falls Hospital cuts operating room in- 
ventory. Sep 89:3. 


Reprints and back issues available. Call HMM at 1-800-328-3211. 


¢ HealthOne automates OR, lab in Twin-Cities 
hospitals. Dec 89:4. 

¢ Hospitals’ bed-surg is 5% to 16% of operating 
budgets. Feb 90:1. 

* Hospitals can avoid tray processing costs. 
Aug 89:6. 

¢ Hospital materials managers anticipate 
steady disposable clamp prices in next year. 
Jun 90:15. 

* Hospital materials managers project suture 
prices to rise 1% to 6% during the next year. 
May 90:16. 

¢ Hospitals try new approaches to operating 
room purchasing (Tim Brightbill). Dec 89:7. 

¢ Iroquois to sign single-source suture con- 
tract. Feb 90:7. 

* Kendall solutions may cause operative has- 
sles for VA hospitals. Jan 89:4. 

* MedEcon signs H-P for monitoring equip- 
ment. Aug 89:5. 

* MedEcon votes on surgical dressing contract. 
Jun 90:7. 

* Medical-surgical prices continue to creep up. 
Nov 89:17. 

* Medical-surgical prices continue to creep up. 
Feb 90:17. 

* Med-surg prices drop 2.3% in ‘89's last quar- 
ter. May 90:21. 

¢ New England group extends sutures offer. 
Nov 89:6. 

* Norwood Hospital uses MM representative 
in OR Apr 90:17. 

¢ OR liaison may provide link to savings and 
reduced inventory. Jan 89:9. 

¢ OR scheduling system offers MM capabil- 
ities. Jul 89:13. 

* OR staff helps MM department cut invento- 
ry. Apr 90:17. 

¢ Price predictions on disposable skin staplers 
range from -5% to 5%, materials mangers say. 
Mar 90:19. 

¢ Putney’s standardization generates cost sav- 
ings. Oct 89:3. 

¢ Refurbishing OR tables saves over $100,000. 
Aug 89:2. 

¢ San Diego surgical tools sterilized at Alvar- 
do. Oct 90:5. 

¢ Scrubware prices to rise 5% to 6% in the next 
12 months. May 90:16. 

¢ Shared Services contracts for services, sup- 
plies. Mar 90:7. 

¢ SSSH signed OR supply, glove contracts. Apr 
90:6 


* St. Francis Regional to install a computerized 
educational system to help CS personnel. Apr 
90:16. 

* Surgical instruments to rise 6% to 8%. Apr 
90:1 


* Surgical packs prices to rise 3%-7%. Mar 90:1. 
¢ Suture companies offer OR assistance with 
inventory reduction programs. Dec 89:8. 

¢ Wentworth-Douglass gets handle on OR in- 
ventory. Nov 90:4. 


Orthopedics 
¢ AmeriNet Elite expands to paper, orthope- 
dics. Aug 90:6. 


Paper Products/Forms Management 

¢ Albany Medical signs new Pitney Bowes con- 
tract. Dec 89:3. 

¢ AMHA will buy forms from corporate part- 
ner Moore. Jun 90:8. 

* Downey, Rio Hondo merge cuts form inven- 


tory by 50%. Oct 90:5. 

¢ Exam-table paper prices to climb 2%-8%. Dec 
90:16. 

¢ Facsimile machine competition continues to 
push prices down, prices dropped 50% in 1988. 
Apr 90:19. 

¢ Materials managers must respond quickly to 
improper shipped goods to avoid headaches. 
Apr 90:24. 

* Multicare’s print shop printing 70% of forms. 
Oct 89:2. 

* Office, fax paper prices up 6% to 7%; other 
supplies 2.9%. Jan 89:11. 

¢ Paper prices up 8% and still climbing. Jan 
90:1. 

St. Paul-Ramsey to move copy center off 
campus. Nov 89:4. 


Pharmaceutical/Products/Companies/ 
Pharmacies 

¢ Aging Committee evaluates drug companies’ 
government incentives. Feb 90:2. 

¢ AmHS concludes exclusive pharmaceutical 
agreement. Mar 90:7. 

¢ AmHS contract for anesthetics, other drugs. 
May 90:8. 

¢ Baxter, Abbott pursue hospital infusion mar- 
ket. Mar 89:3. 

¢ Brand-name ataractic drugs up in 4th quar- 
ter. Apr 90:23. 

¢ Brand-name drugs hit new high in 3rd quar- 
ter. Jan 90:19. 

¢ Cephalosporin prices rise 2.5% as groups buy 
bundled products. May 89:10. 

¢ Drug companies charged a $6,000 registra- 
tion fee. Jan 90:2. 

¢ Drug indexes down .7% from first quarter. 
Oct 90:22. 

¢ Epic contracts set for pharmacy and med- 
surg. Feb 89:4. 

¢ FDA’s Abbott inspection shows get-tough 
plans. Jan 90:5. 

¢ FDA action spurs change in groups’ drug 
problems. Nov 89:1. 

¢ FDA allows drug sales to ambulance servic- 
es. Apr 89:3. 

¢ FDA cites problems at 11 of 12 targeted drug 
companies. Nov 89:13. 

¢ Generic prices expected to fall 3%. Feb 90:1. 
¢ Generic drug prices fall 7%-24%; groups sort 
out manufacturers. Feb 89:8. 

¢ Generic drugs are safe, FDA records 1.3% 
failure rate since last August. Apr 90:2. 

© GPOs hear biotech drug updates. Jun 90:8. 

© GPOs use other contract to deal the Quad re- 
calls. May 90:6. 

¢ Greater Cleveland group plans drug agree- 
ment. Jan 90:4. 

¢ Group purchasers face compliance dilemma. 
Oct 90:20. 

¢ Groups adapt to generic drug probe with 
buying strategies. Oct 89:1 

¢ Hospitals vigilant for quality in pharmacy. 
Dec 89:1. 

* Injectable prices up despite LyphoMed’s re- 
turn. Feb 89:10. 

¢ Investigation will not affect 1990 drug prices. 
Oct 89:1. 

¢ Maryland’s PRIME signs new pharmacy con- 
tract. Oct 89:7. 

* Materials managers’ pharmaceutical tracking 
responsibility limited to issuance and returns. 
Jan 90:20. 
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* MedEcon signs pharmaceuutical pact. May 
90:7. 

* Mercy National adapts to Quad, Baxter 
changes in drug lines. Jun 90:2. 

¢ Parenteral prices up 50% in tight market. 
May 89:1. 

¢ Pharmacies plan to restrict sales activities. 
May 89:2. 

* Pharmacy directors continue to control phar- 
maceutical ordering, don’t want to change 
(Survey design by Ash Chawla). May 90:14. 

¢ Pharmacy directors look to quality stan- 
dards. Oct 89:15. 

* PMA rejects U.S. Senate Aging Commmit- 
tee’s claims on formularies. Mar 90:2. 

¢ Purchase Connection offers bundled con- 
tract. Nov 89:5. 

¢ Purchasers review inventory during generics 
investigation. Sep 89:1. 

* Registered pharmacists’ clinical and invento- 
ry management background good fit for MM. 
Oct 90:18. 

¢ Riverside contracts for its pharmacy services, 
saves. Jun 90:3. 

* Senate study finds few reasons for high cost 
of drugs. Aug 89:1. 

¢ SSSH makes pharmacy, IV contract awards. 
Jul 89:5. 

¢ SunHealth automates pharmacy purchasing. 
Nov 89:7. 

¢ Ten-hospital West Coast System joins Med 
Econ. Oct 90:9 

* Therapeutic substitution and better purchas- 
ing significantly reduce hospital pharmacy 
costs. Jan 90:10 

* Two heart drugs equal in comparative study. 
May 89:2. 

¢ UHC sets drug wholesaler agreement with 
Amfac. Mar 90:6. 

¢ VHA names information systems suppliers. 
Dec 89:4. 

¢ VHA writes new drug contracts. Dec 89:6. 


Plastics/Petroleum Products 

* Disposables play large role in infusion pump 
contracts. Jun 89:10. 

¢ Hospitals and vendors expect to see higher 
freight charges. Nov 90:1 

* Hospital spending not affected by oil prices. 
Jul 89:2. 

¢ HSNE contracts for enhanced fuel for mem- 
bers. Oct 89:5. 

¢ Material managers project plastic cup and 
plate prices to jump 6% during early 1990. Mar 
90:18. 

* Patient utensil prices to fluctuate -5% to 10%. 
Oct 90:10 

* Plastic liners up 3% to 10%, expected to climb 
further. Mar 90:18 

¢ Sharps container prices hold steady. May 
90:1. 


Productivity 

* Baptist ties equipment charges to diposables. 
Nov 89:4. 

¢ Four hospitals contract for bedside terminals. 
Apr 89:2. 

* Materials managers regard productivity and 
price competitiveness reports as essential to 
success. Mar 90:14. 

* Productivity measurement simplifies staff 
decisions (Robert E. Fenton). Jan 89:20. 

* Productivity standards can help forecast cuts 
in staffing. Jul 89:10. 


Reprints and back issues available. Call HMM at 1-800-328-3211. 


Purchasing, Group 

(see also Department Listings) 

¢ Administrative fees boost funding of group 
purchasers. Mar 89:1. 

* Contract that says vendor must be price- 
competitive may give hospital an out. 

Oct 89:20. 

* Baxter distributes Bard, Kendall products. 
Oct 90:12. 

¢ Disposables play large role in infusion pump 
contracts. Jun 89:10. 

* Five large GPOs submit comments on Medi- 
care proposals. Jun 89:13. 

¢ GNYHAS to sign 5 new contracts in a year. 
Sep 89:4. 

¢ GPA redefines its goals and direction. Dec 
89:15. 

¢ Group purchasing organizations target hos- 
pital CEOs to gain membership loyalty. Nov 
90:10. 

¢ Groups, allliances seek the right mix of ser- 
vices. Feb 90:1. 

* Groups can expect challenges to contract ad- 
ministrative prices. Feb 89:6. 

¢ Group, hospitals cautious about corporate 
partnerships. Dec 89:1. 

* Groups’ productiveness will be tested during 
the 1990s. Dec 89:12. 

¢ Group purchasing organizations will play a 
role in stocklesss purchasing programs. Dec 
90:3. 

* Groups seek niches, committed volume. Jan 
89:1. 

¢ Groups take different views of evaluation. 
Jun 89:1. 

¢ Groups use specialists to improve product 
conversion. Jun 89:12. 

¢ HIDA tones down comments after response 
from groups. Jun 89:13. 

¢ Hospitals can use price data, surveys to help 
pick groups. PART I (Jay R. Mitzel). Apr 89:15. 
* Hospitals want more direct involvement 
with their groups (speech given by Howard 
Mulcay). Sep 89:12. 

* Marketing crucial to deep GPOs growing. 
Mar 90:1. 

* Mercy National adapts to Quad, Baxter 
changes in drug lines. Jun 90:2. 

* Needles, syringes prices still dropping, UHC 
finds. Jul 89:5. 

* Negotiation can produce clear savings on in- 
traocular lenses. Apr 89:10. 

¢ Personnel and price issues affect the choice of 
a group. PART II (Jay R. Mitzel). May 89:17. 

¢ Safe Harbor regs will define legal discounts 
(Susan J. Alt). Apr 90:1. 


Purchasing, Hospital 

(see also Department Listings) 

¢ Baxter reorganization generates uncertainty. 
June 90:1. 

¢ Daughters of Charity makes suture change. 
Jul 89:6. 

* Doll offers materials managers practical pur- 
chasing advice (William V. Dell). Mar 90:23. 

¢ Groups, hospitals cautious about corporate 
partnerships. Dec 89:1. 

¢ Hospitals’ tracking and recording costs for 
chargeable supplies may exceed revenues. Dec 
90:17. 

* HSCA sues AmeriNet over allocated expens- 
es. June 90:1. 

¢ Market competition higher for angioplasty 
catheters. Jul 89:12. 


* More hospitals prefer to work with prime 
vendor distributors. Apr 90:1. 

¢ Negotiation can produce clear savings on in- 
traocular lenses. Apr 89:10. 

¢ Purchasers consider supplier partnerships. 
Sep 89:1. 

¢ Purchasing department measures its service. 
Jan 90:3. 

¢ Rules may mandate accurate discount 
records by hospitals. Jan 90:1. 

¢ Sharps container prices hold steady. May 
90:1. 

* Therapeutic substitution and better purchas- 
ing significantly reduce hostpital pharmacy 
costs. Jan 90:10. 


Technology Assessment/Purchasing Research 
* Mobile scanners help hospitals’ bottom lines. 
Sep 89:9. 

¢ Twenty med-surg companies control half the 
U.S. market. Jul 89:1. 

¢ Ultrasound systems become more useful. Sep 
89:10. 


Telec 
¢ AT&T MedEcon conclude national agree- 
ment. Nov 89:5. 

¢ AT&T plans further healthcare contracts after 
VHA deal. Jan 89:5. 

¢ Groups aim for savings on long-distance 
phone contracts. Feb 89:7. 

¢ NJHA writes med/surg, phone, sharps con- 
tracts. Oct 90:6. 

* MedEcon phone contract produces cost sav- 
ings. Dec 89:6. 

¢ Omninote provides communication option. 
Sep 89:10. 

¢ SunHealth and AT&T plan communication 
network. Jan 90:5. 

¢ 12 AmeriNet member plan to switch to MCI. 
Jun 89:3. 


ications 





Waste Handling/Disposal 

¢ CHS to build infectious waste incinerator. 
Jun 89:4. 

¢ Environmental and waste disposal issues not 
reflected in expected price rise of underpads. 
Apr 90:18. 

¢ Forsyth Memorial cuts disposal costs by 77%. 
Dec 90:14. 

¢ GPOs Activity in medical waste managemtn 
grows. Dec 90:1. 

¢ Hazardous waste disposal regulations being 
enforced. Dec 89:12. 

¢ Hospitals build regional plant to control 
costs. Jan 90:1. 

¢ Hospitals didn’t cause N. Y. beach wash-ups. 
May 89:4. 

¢ HSNE signs 40 members to new waste con- 
tract. May 89:5. 

¢ Incinerator operation serves Albany hospi- 
tals. Feb 90:3. 

¢ Iroquois considers resuables costs, benefits. 
Oct 90:9. 

* Joint venture gains hospital customer for in- 
fectious waste service. Feb 89:4. 

¢ Materials managers need not run hospital 
waste programs. Sep 89:16. 

* Materials managers should be aware to prop- 
er storage requirements for hazardous waste. 
May 90:18. 

* Medical waste disposal costs hospital $1 mil- 
lion. Mar 90:3. 
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¢ NJHA signs infectious waste disposal con- 
tract. Apr 90:7. 

* NJHA’s solutions to infectious waste dispo- 
sal. Oct 89:7. 

* Regional incinerators can generate high prof- 
its. Jan 90:9. 

¢ Silver recovery need more careful attention. 
Feb 89:3. 

¢ SSM hospitals weigh group waste disposal. 
Apr 89:3. 

¢ Standards committee includes 60 hospital 
reps. Jun 90:4. 

¢ Thomas projects $50,000 savings from recy- 
cling. Oct 90:3. 

¢ Waste disposal contract saves 20% to 30%. 
Jan 89:3. 

¢ Xylene boosts hospital waste disposal costs. 
Oct 90:5. 


Waste Legislation/Regulation 

* Beloit awaits incinerator approval from state. 
Oct 89:4. 

* California enacts waste law. Nov 90:2. 

¢ Clean Air Act will affect all hospitals. Dec 
90:12. 

* EPA issues warnings for tracking infractions. 
Jan 90:3. 

¢ EPA publishes rules for waste tracking. Apr 
89:1. 

¢ Hospitals should prepare for further waste 
legislation. Jan 89:12. 

* Medical Waste Tracking Act provides broad- 
er definition of waste. Jan 89:12. 

* New legislation regulations, pollution laws 
due soon. May 90:1. 

¢ Safe Harbor regs will define legal discounts 
(Susan J. Alt). Apr 90:1. 

¢ Text and Commentary on the EPA’s medical 
waste program. (Federal Register-March 24) 
May 89:6. 

¢ Waste tracking rule focuses attention on dis- 
posal costs. May 89:1. 

¢ Waste tracking rules will affect five states. 
Jun 89:2. 


X-ray Film 

¢ Film prices up. Dec 90:1. 

¢ Humana expands systems, revamps X-ray 
contract. Mar 90:7. 

* Kodak film contract pays off for VHA mem- 
bers. Mar 89:3. 

* Mercy signs with two foreign film vendors. 
May 89:4. 

¢ Optical discs, PACS contain future storage 
benefits. Sep 89:9. 

¢ Premier attacks costly non-ionic contrast me- 
dia. Nov 90:6. 

* Purchasers expect sheet X-ray film prices to 
rise 3% to 6%. Dec 89:10. 

* Radiology can save through film and scan re- 
ductions. Jan 89:10. 

¢ Silver recovery need more careful attention. 
Feb 89:3. 

¢ Vendors report gains at AmeriNet hospitals. 
Apr 89:4. 

¢ VHA starts electronic orders of Kodak X-ray 
film. Nov 90:8. 


DEPARTMENT LISTINGS 


Focus 

¢ Albany plant $1 million inventory reduction. 
Jun 89:9, 

¢ AmHS database provides hospitals with a 


Reprints and back issues available. Call HMM at 1-800-328-3211. 


link to AMHS contract managment informa- 
tion. Mar 90:16. 

¢ EDI deserves attention from materials man- 
agers. Mar 90:17. 

Epic installs Baxter system in its 36 member 
hospitals. Jun 89:8. 

* Flagstaff hospital aims for 40% less invento- 
ry. Jun 89:9, 

¢ Forsyth Memorial cuts disposal costs by 77%. 
Dec 90:14. 

¢ Four materials managers create a ‘cookbook’ 
for hospital capital equipment procurement. 
Feb 90:13. 

¢ Group purchasers face compliance dilemma. 
Oct 90:20. 

¢ Hospital evaluates smoke evacuators. Feb 
90:14 


¢ Hospitals try new approaches to operating 
room purchasing. Dec 89:7. 
* Hospital with a well-planned, efficient laun- 
dry saves on linen purchases and tracks inven- 
tory. Nov 90:14. 
¢ LAN controls purchasing information for 
NYU. Mar 90:16. 
¢ Major EDI vendors expand networks, test 
new features. Jul 89:7. 
Baxter meeting targets for ASAP 
installation. 
Competing vendors find cooperative 
ground. 
Corporate Alliance adds Quick Link cus- 
tomers. 
J & J completing tests on new price update 
feature. 
¢ Market competition higher for angioplasty 
catheters. Jul 89:12. 
* Moses Cone Hospital implements EDI net- 
work. Mar 90:16. 
* Nanticoke Memorial finds bugs in Gerber Al- 
ley system. Oct 90:19. 
¢ Northwestern to reduce inventory by $4.4 
million. Oct 89:8. 
¢ OR scheduling system offers MM capabil- 
ities. Jul 89:13. 
¢ OSHA proposes to enforce CDC universal 
precautions. Jul 89:13. 
¢ Pharmacy automation will extend to elec- 
tronic POs. Mar 90:17. 
¢ Registered pharmacists’ clinical and invento- 
ry management background good fit for MM. 
Oct 90:18. 
* Regional groups put focus on computer 
equipment contracts. Oct 89:10. 
¢ Results will earn materials managers respect, 
trust in ‘90s (Jamie C. Kowalski). Jan 90:14. 
¢ Senate study finds few reasons for high cost 
of drugs. Aug 89:1. 
¢ Shepherd testing UHS tracking system. Oct 
89:9. 


¢ Suppliers agree to use bar codes on bulk 
items. Aug 89:11. 

¢ Suture companies offer O. R. assistance with 
inventory reduction programs. Dec 89:8. 

¢ Systems’ growing role creates new automa- 
tion planning. Oct 89:10. 

¢ Therapeutic substitution and better purchas- 
ing significantly reduce hospiial pharmacy 
costs. Jan 90:10. 

¢ Thomas Jefferson finds savings using bar 
codes. Aug 89:11. 

¢ USAMC to begin third phase of its MM sys- 
tem in November. Oct 89:8. 


Group Purchasing 


¢ Adventist hospitals continue GPO exodus. 
Dec 90:7. 

¢ Adventist /SunHealth sign unique buying 
pact. Nov 90:6. 

¢ Alliant hospital join other AmHS sharehold- 
ers. Jun 90:6. 

¢ AmeriNet Elite program expands, plans re- 
newal. Oct 90:7. 

¢ AmeriNet nets annual $$180 million savings. 
Nov 90:8. 

¢ AmeriNet reveals new plans for the future. 
May 90:6. 

¢ AmeriNet signs $7mm building controls con- 
tract. Dec 90:7. 

¢ AmeriNet STAR expands equipment pro- 
gram. Mar 90:6. 

¢ AmeriNet strengthens Picker equipment 
deal. Aug 89:5. 

¢ AmeriNet’s TargetBuy committed program 
grows. Oct 90:6. 

¢ AmHS buys minority interest in Thermo- 
Scan. Oct 90:9. 

¢ AmHS concludes exclusive pharmaceutical 
agreement. Mar 90:7. 

¢ AmHS contract for anesthetics, other drugs. 
May 90:8. 

¢ AmHS enters partnership with Smith & 
Nephew. May 90:7. 

¢ AmHS group to adopt HIN system stan- 
dards. Feb 89:5. 

¢ AmHS pricing available to alternate facilities. 
Jun 89:5. 

¢ AmHS will buy forms from corporate part- 
ner Moore. Jun 90:8. 

¢ Appalachian Healthcare joins MedEcon. Nov 
90:6 


¢ AT&T MedEcon conclude national agree- 
ment. Nov 89:5. 

¢ AT&T plans further healthcare contracts after 
VHA deal. Jan 89:5. 

¢ Baxter and HCA affiliates sign $2.5 billion 
contract. Feb 90:6. 

¢ Brim makes contract data available on disk. 
Jun 89:4. 

¢ Budget deficit produces supply shortages at 
VA. Apr 89:5. 

¢ Canadian system picks AMS automated 
package. Aug 89:5. 

© Capnet data base yields key price informa- 
tion. Nov 89:5. 

¢ Carondelet installs information system. 

Jul 89:5. 

¢ CCHC considers group purchasing. Jan 89:4. 
¢ Child Health approves crib agreement for 
group. Nov 89:6. 

* CHS to build infectious waste incinerator. 
Jun 89:4. 

* Contract prices will depend on compliance. 
Apr 89:4. 

¢ C.R. Bard and AmHS sign five-year agree- 
ment. Dec 89:4. 

© Daughters of Charity makes suture change. 
Jul 89:6. 

¢ DCNHS joins Premier's clinical research 
team. Apr 90:6. 

* Dof C’s ‘new’ contract produces OR savings. 
Mar 89:4. 

¢ Economists anticipate economic slowdown. 
Aug 89:4. 

¢ Epic contracts set for pharmacy and med- 
surg. Feb 89:4. 

* Epic educates materials managers. May 90:8. 
¢ FDA’s Abbott inspection shows get-tough 
plans. Jan 90:5. 
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* Food, energy price jumps will hit hospitals 
soon. Mar 89:4. 

¢ For-profit laundry saves hospitals $120,000. 
Aug 89:3. 

¢ GCHA strategy adds VP of materials man- 
agemen. Feb 90:6. 

¢ GNYHAS to sign 5 new contracts in a year. 
Sep 89:4. 

¢ GPOs focus on “softer” hospital needs. Dec 
90:9. 

¢ GPOs hear biotech drug updates. Jun 90:8. 

¢ GPOs use other contract to deal with the 
Quad recalls. May 90:6. 

¢ Greater Cleveland group plans drug agree- 
ment. Jan 90:4. 

* Groups watch for Medicare revisions. Mar 
90:8. 

* Guide aids MMs in understanding vendors. 
Aug 89:4. 

¢ HCA management sale may affect purchas- 
ing. Jul 89:6. 

* HCA members have EDI access to 1,500 ven- 
dors. Sep 89:6. 

* HCSC expects revenue to reach $45 millions 
in 1991. Dec 90:8. 

* HealthShare offering recruiting services. Apr 
90:7. 

* HSCA hospitals will buy Sharplan lasers. Oct 
90:8. 

* HSCA to build formidable AmeriNet com- 
petitor. Mar 90:1. 

* HealthOne automates OR, lab in Twin-Cities 
hospitals. Dec 89:4. 

* HealthTrust Inc. cuts six support services. 
Aug 89:5. 

* Henry Ford Hospital joins AmHS as an own- 
er. Jan 90:4. 

* Hospitals buying more water-soluble bags. 
Jan 89:5. 

* Hospitals can avoid tray processing costs. 
Aug 89:6. 

* Hospitals didn’t cause N. Y. beach wash-ups. 
May 89:4. 

* Housekeeping pact links AmHS, Service 
Master. Mar 90:8. 

¢ HSNE contracts for enhanced fuel for mem- 
bers. Oct 89:5. 

* HSNE signs 40 members to new waste con- 
tract. May 89:5. 

* Humana focuses on equipment, pharmacy. 
May 89:4. 

* Incentives spur unity at Intermountain. Nov 
89:6. 

* Iroquois considers resuables costs, benefits. 
Oct 90:9. 

* Iroquois to sign single-source suture con- 
tract. Feb 90:7. 

¢ IRS grants VHA coop status, members get 
cash. Apr 90:8. 

* Joint venture gains hospital customer for in- 
fectious waste service. Feb 89:4. 

* Kaiser Permanente signs $7 million Kendall 
contract. Apr 90:6. 

* Kendall solutions may cause operative has- 
sles for VA hospitals. Jan 89:4. 

* LHS, RHS finalize merger papers, 1,705 total 
beds. Apr 90:8. 

* Link meeting key to MedEcon purchasing. 
Jun 90:7. 

* Loma Linda Medical Center joins AmHS. Oct 
90:6. 

© Magnet meets reps to discuss sales plans. 
Mar 90:7. 
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¢ Maryland’s PRIME signs new pharmacy con- 
tract. Oct 89:7. 

* MedEcon completes major bid cycle with 
forms, casts. Nov 89:7. 

* MedEcon phone contract produces cost sav- 
ings. Dec 89:6. 

¢ MedEcon program targets managed care 
market. Mar 90:8. 

* MedEcon signs H-P for monitoring equip- 
ment. Aug 89:5. 

* MedEcon signs pharmaceuutical pact. May 
90:7. 


* MedEcon votes on surgical dressing contract. 
Jun 90:7. 

* Mercy plans to hire a marketing director. Jan 
90:4. 

* Mercy signs $5 million Baxter contract. Apr 
90:8. 


* Mercy signs with two foreign film vendors. 
May 89:4. 

¢ MOHS investigates central purchasing for 
members. Dec 90:8. 

* Needles, syringes prices still dropping, UHC 
finds. Jul 89:5. 

¢ New England group extends sutures offer. 
Nov 89:6. 

* New VP leads AmeriNet pharmacy program. 
Dec 89:4. 

* New York, New Jersey purchasing groups re- 
align. Jun 90:6. 

¢ NJHA awards three pacemaker contracts. 
Sep 89:5. 

¢ NJHA signs infectious waste disposal con- 
tract. Apr 90:7. 

¢ NJHA’s solutions to infectious waste dispo- 
sal. Oct 89:7. 

¢ NJHA writes med/surg, phone, sharps con- 
tracts. Oct 90:6. 

* NME exec comments on cost spiral. Jun 90:7. 
* NME names Legacy VP of materials manage- 
ment. Sep 89:4. 

¢ NPA contracts cover surgical, office supplies. 
Nov 90:7. 

¢ NPA’s regional contracts rolled into national 
pacts. Mar 90:6. 

¢ Premier gains contracts with new affiliates. 
Feb 89:5. 

* Premier attacks costly non-ionic contrast me- 
dia. Nov 90:6. 

¢ Premier changes its members’ dues structure. 
Dec 90:7. 

* Premier Hospitals Alliance begins lab test 
pact. Nov 89:6. 

¢ Premier reports savings to shareholder hos- 
pitals. Mar 90:8. 

* Premier’s membership jumps to 44, from 42. 
Apr 90:8. 

¢ PRIME share contracts with nursing homes. 
Jul 89:5. 

¢ Product standardization means higher costs. 
Dec 90:9. 

¢ Purchase Connection expands dietary pro- 
gram. Feb 90:6. 

¢ Purchase Connection joins vendors in pro- 
mos. Oct 89:5. 

* Purchase Connection offers bundled con- 
tract. Nov 89:5. 

¢ Purchase Connection offers price guarantee. 
Jan 90:4. 

* Purchase Connection signs inventory con- 
tract. Apr 89:5. 

* Regional incinerators can generate high prof- 
its. Jan 90:9. 


¢ RDI signs Summit, limiting Republic loss. 
May 90:7. 

* ServiceMaster offers AmHS hospitals a share 
of profits. Jan 89:4. 

¢ Shared Health Services looks to clinics for 
growth. Dec 89:5. 

* Shared Services contracts for services, sup- 
plies. Mar 90:7. 

¢ SMG Survey predicts GPO purchasing will 
grow. Jun 90:6. 

* SSM-DHS signs Labelco lab supply contract. 
Sep 89:4. 

© SSM health services moves to new quarters. 
Nov 89:6. 

¢ SSSH awards four more new service con- 
tracts. Oct 89:6. 

¢ SSSH glove contract goes to Regent. Jun 90:8. 
¢ SSSH makes pharmacy, IV contract awards. 
Jul 89:5. 

¢ SSSH signed OR supply, glove contracts. Apr 
90:6 


¢ SunHealth and AT&T plan communication 
network. Jan 90:5. 

¢ SunHealth automates pharmacy purchasing. 
Nov 89:7. 

¢ SunHealth’s purchasing services adds $30 
million. Dec 90:9. 

¢ Tampa General Hospital saves with Harrell’s 
easy and efficient manual inventory system. 
Dec 89:9. 

* Two groups sign with recovered LyphoMed. 
Aug 89:6. 

© UHC sets drug wholesaler agreement with 
Amfac. Mar 90:6. 

¢ UHC sign therapeutic bed contract with KCI. 
Dec 90:9. 

¢ UHC restructures liability insurance policy. 
Nov 90:8. 

* UHC tries new approach to equipment ser- 
vice. Mar 89:4. 

¢ U. of C. Hospitals invest in radiology equip- 
ment. Dec 89:4. 

¢ Value analysis team studies heparin, IV sets. 
Mar 89:4. 

¢ VA purchasers report no supply difficulties. 
May 89:5. 

* Vendors report gains at AmeriNet hospitals. 
Apr 89:4. 

¢ VHA converts hospitals to Abbott systems. 
May 90:7. 

¢ VHA dietary network guarantees savings. 
Jun 89:1. 

¢ VHA hopes to use co-op status for tax 
breaks. Oct 89:5. 

¢ VHA names information systems suppliers. 
Dec 89:4. 

¢ VHA starts electronic orders of Kodak X-ray 
film. Nov 90:8. 

¢ VHA Supply signs therapeutic bed agree- 
ment. Dec 89:5. 

¢ VHA Supply to offer LOTUS 1-2-3 template. 
Feb 90:6. 

¢ VHA writes new drug contracts. Dec 89:6. 

¢ Washington Project links groups. Nov 90:8. 
¢ Washington project monitors legislative ac- 
tion. Mar 90:8. 

¢ Washington project will watch Congress for 
GPOs. Jan 90:5. 


Hospital Purchasing 

¢ Abbott-Northwestern to track pricing perfor- 
mance. Apr 90:3. 

¢ ACS convention exhibit calls for double glov- 
ing. Jan 89:3. 
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¢ Albany Medical signs new Pitney Bowes con- 
tract. Dec 89:3. 

¢ Alexian buys $2.3 million in surgery equip- 
ment. May 90:4. 

¢ Alta Bates-Herrick plans accounting controls. 
Feb 90:5. 

¢ Abbott-Northwestern to track pricing perfor- 
mance. Apr 90:3. 

¢ Arizona hospitals face consignment losses. 
Jun 89:2. 

¢ ATSM releases a guide for the purchasing 
community. May 90:5. 

¢ Automated MM system use nears 82% in 
U.S. Oct 90:4. 

¢ Automated system a first for Canada. Jan 


¢ Baptist ties equipment charges to diposables. 
Nov 89:4. 

¢ Baxter, Abbott pursue hospital infusion mar- 
ket. Mar 89:3. 

¢ Baxter adds MM programs to hospital sup- 
ply division. Sep 89:3. 

¢ Baylor System centralizes MM and saves $1 
million. Mar 90:3. 

¢ Bedford can save $50,000 to $100,000 with 
new plan. Jun 90:5. 

* Beloit awaits incinerator approval from state. 
Oct 89:4. 

* BMC to complete its centralized systems. 
May 90:3. 

* Boston hospital signs ValueLink agreement. 
Dec 90:4. 

¢ Brooke Army to save with firm-pricing con- 
tracts. Dec 90:5. 

* Cape Fear saves 10% to 15% with standing 
orders. Mar 90:4. 

¢ CAMC obtains 40% inventory reductions. 
Dec 89:3. 

* Cardiac labs spend $230 per patient on sup- 
plies. Feb 89:3. 

* Centralization cuts St. Jude inventory by 
25%. Dec 90:4. 

* Children’s Boston expands its LAN network. 
Feb 90:5. 

* Children’s documents logistics savings. Sep 
89:2. 

¢ Children’s installs LAN-based Nova. Aug 
89:3. 


¢ CMC saves one hour input time with bar 
coding. Oct 90:5. 

* Deaconess demands PO reference on deliver- 
ies. May 90:3. 

* Downey, Rio Hondo merge cuts form inven- 
tory by 50%. Oct 90:5. 

¢ Drug companies charged a $6,000 registra- 
tion fee. Jan 90:2. 

¢ EPA issues warnings for tracking infractions. 
Jan 90:3. 

¢ Ethylene, EO prices up despite new supply. 
Jan 89:2. 

¢ Ethylene oxide prices soar in response to tax. 
Jan 90:2. 

¢ FDA allows drug sales to ambulance servic- 
es. Apr 89:3. 

¢ Former MM Housley resigns CEO position. 
Jun 89:3. 

¢ Forest General to save $648,000 by Feb. 1990. 
Dec 89:3. 

Four hospitals contract for bedside terminals. 
Apr 89:2. 

* Good Sam automates patient equipment 
records. Dec 90:15. 

* Glens Falls Hospital cuts operating room in- 
ventory. Sep 89:3. 
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¢ Hartford Hospital saves on renegotiated con- 
tracts. Nov 90:3. 

¢ Hospital spending not affected by oil prices. 
Jul 89:2. 

¢ Hospitals are limiting membership in 
groups. May 89:3. 

¢ Hospitals convert to costlier non-ionic dyes. 
Mar 89:1. 

¢ Hospitals decide bar coding commitment. 
Oct 89:4. 

¢ Hospitals vigilant for quality in pharmacy. 
Dec 89:1. 

¢ Huntsville expands rehab services and equi- 
ipment. Dec 90:15. 

¢ Ill. hospital signed forms pick-and-pack con- 
tract. Nov 90:5. 

* Imported glove costs fall 50% as shortage 
lessens. Feb 89:2. 

¢ Incinerator operation serves Albany hospi- 
tals. Feb 90:3. 

¢ In-house messenger service to save $27,000. 
Jan 90:3. 

 JFK’s just-in-time program cuts PO usage. 
Feb 90:3. 

* Kaiser-No. Calif. gears up as members prime 
vendor. Nov 90:3. 

¢ Kodak film contract pays off for VHA mem- 
bers. Mar 89:3. 

* LGHCS to get Abbott IVs through a distribu- 
tor. May 90:5. 

¢ Long Beach labeling speeds med-surg deliv- 
ery. Mar 90:4. 

* Massachusetts General! readies data system 
RFP. Mar 90:4. 

* Mass. General signs $100 million Baxter con- 
tract. Dec 89:2. 

* Medical waste disposal costs hospital $1 mil- 
lion. Mar 90:3. 

* Memorial converts its manual inventory sys- 
tem. Nov 89:3. 

* Mercy Hospital makes stock and cart chang- 
es. Apr 89:2. 

* Michael Reese begins just-in-time purchasing 
program. Jul 89:4. 

¢ MIRC: Expect lower prices on intraocular 
lenses. May 89:3. 

* MM function recognized in Denver hospital. 
Feb 90:5. 

¢ Mt. Sinai laundry ready to handle more reus- 
able. Feb 90:3. 

* New equipment catalog to reach 7,000 hospi- 
tals. May 89:3. 

¢ New par system slashes Riverside inventory. 
Mar 90:5. 

¢ Northwestern automates capital equipment 
tracking. Dec 90:4. 

¢ NPA reports progress of national plumbing 
pacts. Oct 90:9. 

* Orthopedic softgood prices stable, expected 
to decline. Aug 89:12 

* Orthopedics prices jump 15% as purchasers 
struggle for control. Jan 89:14. 

* Owen to manage Sierra Vista’s MM function. 
Oct 90:4. 

¢ Parenteral prices up 50% in tight market. 
May 89:1. 

¢ Pharmacies plan to restrict sales activities. 
May 89:2. 

¢ Pick-and-pack system reduces inventory. Jul 
89:3. 

¢ Porter Memorial changes par replenishment 
hours. Apr 90:3. 

¢ PPI figures in hospital, vendor contracting. 
Aug 89:2. 


¢ Presbyterian to install auto dispatch system. 
May 90:3. 

¢ Purchasing department measures its service. 
Jan 90:3. 

* Ravenswood department measures its ser- 
vice. Jan 90:3. 

* Refurbishing OR tables saves over $100,000. 
Aug 89:2. 

¢ Report form tracks vendor performance at 
Memorial. Feb 90:3. 

Riverside contracts for its pharmacy services, 
saves. Jun 90:3. 

* Roper adds 160 new Baxter IV infusion 
pumps. Oct 90:4. 

* San Diego surgical tools sterilized at Alvar- 
do. Oct 90:5. 

¢ Santa Monica moves all its supplies on site. 
Dec 90:5. 

¢ Sharon Reg’! converts to reusables; saves 
$10,000. Oct 90:3. 

¢ Sibley Memorial won't accept spec changes. 
Nov 90:4. 

¢ Silver recovery need more careful attention. 
Feb 89:3. 

¢ Southern Chester signs prime-vendor agree- 
ment. Jul 89:3. 

¢ SSM hospitals weigh group waste disposal. 
Apr 89:3. 

¢ Standards committee includes 60 hospital 
reps. Jun 90:4. 

¢ St. Barnabas to save $7 million with stockless. 
Nov 90:3. 

¢ St. Paul-Ramsey hires MM rep., improves in- 
teraction. Jun 90:4. 

¢ St. Raphael expands dock, ready to imple- 
ment JIT. Jun 90:3. 

¢ St. Paul-Ramsey to move copy center off 
campus. Nov 89:4. 

St. Vincent automates MM with GTE sys- 
tems. Mar 90:5. 

¢ SUH plans to sign with one supply distribu- 
tor. Nov 89:2. 

¢ SUH signs Owen & Minor contract to cut in- 
ventory. Jun 90:3. 

¢ Ten-hospital West Coast System joins Med 
Econ. Oct 90:9. 

¢ Texas hospital to save $50,000 by standardiz- 
ing. Apr 90:4. 

¢ Thomas projects $50,000 savings from recy- 
cling. Oct 90:3. 

¢ TMC and Carondelet sign linen service con- 
tract. Dec 90:4. 

¢ 12 AmeriNet members plan to switch to 
MCL. Jun 89:3. 

¢ Two heart drugs equal in comparative study. 
May 89:2. 

¢ UMH closes warehouse, saves $511,000 annu- 
ally. Nov 89:2. 

¢ Uniform, scrub prices up 5% for some 
groups. Feb 89:2. 

* USMC adapts to Friesen System demands. 
Apr 90:3. 

¢ UVA-MC seeks a prime vendor arrangement. 
Apr 90:5. 

¢ Value analysis produces $550,000 cost sav- 
ings. Jul 89:2. 

* Waste disposal contract saves 20% to 30%. 
Jan 89:3. 

¢ Waste tracking rules will affect five states. 
Jun 89:2. 

¢ Wentworth-Douglass gets handle on OR in- 
ventory. Nov 90:4. 

¢ Xylene boosts hospital waste disposal costs. 
Oct 90:5. 
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Price Survey 
* Costs of protective supplies vary widely. Sep 
89:1 


* Disposable diaper costs to change -2% to 6%. 
Dec 90:16. 

* Disposable protective clothes expected to go 
up 3% to 4%. Jun 90:15 

* Disposables play large role in infusion pump 
contracts. Jun 89:10. 

¢ Ethylene, EO prices up despite new supply. 
Jan 89:2. 

¢ Environmental and waste disposal issues not 
reflected in expected price rise of underpads. 
Apr 90:18. 

¢ Exam-table paper prices to climb 2%-8%. Dec 
90:16. 

¢ Facsimile machine competition continues to 
push prices down, prices dropped 50% in 1988. 
Apr 90:19. 

¢ Film prices up. Dec 90:1. 

Five large GPOs submit comments on Medi- 
care proposals. Jun 89:13. 

¢ Fuel prices skyrocket after cold spell. Feb 
90:10. 

© Generic drug prices fall 7%-24%; groups sort 
out manufacturers. Feb 89:8. 

* Generic prices expected to fall 3%. Feb 90:1. 
* Glove prices steady or falling. Jun 90:1. 

¢ Groups use specialists to improve product 
conversion. Jun 89:12. 

¢ HIDA tones down comments after response 
from groups. Jun 89:13. 

© Hospital materials managers anticipate 
steady disposable clamp prices in next year. 
Jun 90:15. 

* Hospital materials managers foresee price 
hikes of 1%-10% for disposable adult diapers. 
Nov 90:16. 

© Hospital materials managers project suture 
prices to rise 1% to 6% during the next year. 
May 90:16. 

* Hospitals and groups boost inflation esti- 
mates for ‘89. Apr 89:1. 

* Injectable prices up despite LyphoMed’s re- 
turn. Feb 89:10. 

¢ IV solution prices going up 6% to 7%. Nov 
89:1 


¢ IV solution prices to rise 4%-8%. Nov 90:1. 

* Lab & microbiology supervisors expect small 
price changes, 1% to 5%, on blood agar plates. 
Nov 90:17. 

* Long Beach saving with two stockless pro- 
grams. Oct 89:2. 

* Material managers expect disposable sterile 
wrap prices to climb quickly with oil prices. 
Oct 90:17. 

* Material managers project plastic cup and 
plate prices to jump 6% during early 1990. Mar 
90:18. 


* Materials managers don’t expect another 
price hike in office furniture for a few years. 
May 90:17. 

* Materials managers regard productivity and 
price competitiveness reports as essential to 
success. Mar 90:14. 

* Materials managers should be aware of prop- 
er storage requirements for hazardous waste. 
May 90:18. 

* Multicare’s print shop printing 70% of forms. 
Oct 89:2. 

* Needle and syringe prices decline. Oct 89:1. 

* Paper prices up 8% and still climbing. Jan 
90:1 


¢ Plastic liners up 3% to 10%, expected to climb 
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further. Mar 90:18 

* Price predictions on disposable skin staplers 
range from -5% to 5%, materials mangers say. 
Mar 90:19. 

* Price undercutting is biggest challenge 

for national accounts representatives. Jun 
89:12. 

* Purchasers expect sheet X-ray film prices to 
rise 3% to 6%. Dec 89:10. 

* Purchasers predict higher blood collection 
tubes prices. Nov 90:16. 

¢ Purchasing unsure of price impact of poten- 
tial FDA OK. Apr 90:18. 

¢ Putney’s standardization generates cost sav- 
ings. Oct 89:3. 

¢ Scrubware prices to rise 5% to 6% in the next 
12 months. May 90:16. 

* Sharps contain prices hold steady. May 90:1. 
* St. Joseph's budget improves with discounts. 
Oct 90:3. 

¢ Surgical instruments to rise 6% to 8%. Apr 
90:1. 

* Surgical packs prices to rise 3%-7%. Mar 90:1. 
¢ Synthetic casts gain market share at expense 
of plaster gauze; prices holding steady. Oct 
90:17. 


¢ Three vendors dominate arthroscopy. Jan 
89:14. 


Price Watch/Pricing Index 

¢ Adjusted purchasing managers’ index hits 
low of 53.2%. Mar 89:17. 

¢ Brand-name ataractic drugs up in 4th quar- 
ter. Apr 90:23. 

¢ Brand-name drugs hit new high in 3rd quar- 
ter. Jan 90:19. 

¢ Brand-names, antibiotics up in first quarter. 
Jul 89:14. 

¢ Brand-names, penicillins up in second quar- 
ter. Oct 89:19. 

* Capital equipment index increases 1.3%; med- 
ical care commodities up 0.8% in Oct. Jan 89:19. 
¢ Drug indexes down .7% from first quarter. 
Oct 90:22. 

Finished energy goods jump 10%; medical 
care commodities index rises 1%. Jun 89:15. 

* Food price indexes up 5%-18% for all of ’88; 
prices on medical care commodities flatten. Feb 
89:15. 

¢ Four indexes move sharply in 4th quarter. 
May 89:14. 

¢ Group purchasing, PPS had greater impact 
on med-surg prices than on pharmacy. Jan 
89:17. 

* Medical care commodities index continues at 
7.1% annual pace; eggs up 40% in March. May 
89:13. 

* Medical instrument indexes increase 1.5%; 
hospital furniture up 14% from a year ago. Apr 
89:13. 

* Medical-surgical price index hits lowest level 
since ‘86. Feb 89:1. 

* Medical-surgical prices continue to creep up. 
Nov 89:17. 

* Medical-surgical prices continue to creep up. 
Feb 90:17. 

¢ Med-surg index follows X-ray film prices up. 
Aug 89:16. 

* Med-surg prices drop 2.3% in ‘89's last quar- 
ter. May 90:21. 

* Med-surg prices up 0.8% in the second quar- 
ter. Nov 90:20. 

¢ Nation’s purchasing manager predict price 


increases of 3.7% in 1989 on all products. Jan 
89:18. 

¢ Packaging markets beginning to stabilize; 
medical care commodities up 0.9% in Dec. Mar 
89:13. 

¢ Pharmacy price indexes show brand-name 
drugs up 1% in 3rd quarter, antibiotics even. 
Jan 89:16. 

¢ Price increases slow and deliveries improve 
as purchasing managers’ index inches lower. 
Apr 89:12. 

* Prices steady, but fewer groups are contract- 
ing for pacemakers. Mar 89:10. 

* Producer price index drops in August to 
113.3; medical care commodities index up only 
0.3%. Oct 89:18. 

¢ Producer price index drops in July to 114.0%; 
medical care commodities index up only 0.3%. 
Sep 89:14. 

¢ Producer price index drops slightly in June; 
medical care commodities index rises 0.7%. 
Aug 89:15. 

* Producer price index hits 122.3 in October; 
medical care commodities index up to 166.8. 
Dec 90:19. 

¢ Producer price index hits 120.3 in September; 
medical care commodities index up to 166.0. 
Nov 90:24. 

¢ Producer price index steady at 117.0 in April; 
medical care commodities index up by 8.7%. 
Jun 90:21. 

© Producer price index up to 119.3 in August; 
medical care commodities index hits 164.8. Oct 
90:24. 

¢ Producer index down to lI7.0 in March; Med- 
ical care commodities index up by 8.6%. May 
90:20. 

¢ Producer price index jumps 4% for all of ’88; 
crude goods index signals mid-year price 
hikes. Feb 89:14. 

¢ Producer price index rose to 114.8 from 113.5; 
medical care commodities index up by 0.8%. 
Dec 89:19. 

¢ Producer price index rose to 113.5 from 113.3; 
medical care commodidites index up by 0.6%. 
Nov 89:16. 

© Producer price index up to 115.3 in Decem- 
ber; medical care commodities index up by 
8.4%. Feb 90:16. 

¢ Producer price index up to 117.5 in January; 
medical care commodities index up by 8.2%. 
Mar 90:21. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index at 46.6 and 
headed downhill again after two-month rise. 
Jan 90:17. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index approaches 
50%, indicating further slowdown in economy. 
May 89:12. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index continues to 
drop, falling .8% in August from 47.8. in July. 
Oct 90:23. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index continues to fall; 
production drops to 46.5% from 48.3% in July. 
Oct 89:17. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index continues up- 
ward turn for the second month and rises to 
47.6. Dec 89:18. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index down again as 
buyers report 17 commodities lower in price. 
Aug 89:14. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index down again as 
buyers report 17 commodities lower in price. 
Sep 89:13. 





30 


Hospital Materials Management, December 1990 








¢ Purchasing managers’ index edges toward 
June level at 48.0 in December, up from 46.6. Feb 
90:15. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index edges toward 
June level at 48.3 in February, up from 45.2. Apr 
90:21. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index edges toward 
June level at 48.0 in December, up from 46.6. 
Mar 90:20. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index continues 3- 
month drop, falling 6% to 44.4 in September 
from 47.0. Nov 90:23. 

¢ Producer prices jump 0.9% again in May; med- 
ical care commodities index rises 0.8%. 

Jul 89:16. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index hits 3-year low as 
growth in price increases falls sharply. Jul 89:15. 
¢ Purchasing managers’ index hits 2-year low; 
prices up on aluminum, plastics and paper. Mar 
89:12. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index inches over 50 to 
50.2 in April, up from 48.8 last month. Jun 90:20. 
¢ Purchasing managers’ index reaches June lev- 
el at 48.8 in March, up from 48.3 in February. 
May 90:19. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index rebounds to 53% 
as price increases on commodities moderate. 
Jun 89:14. 

¢ Purchasing managers’ index reverses 4-month 
decline and rises in September to 46. Nov 89:15. 
¢ Technological and corporate change makes its 
mark on pacemaker buying. Mar 89:11. 

¢ Ten of 16 supply indexes rise in 3rd quarter; X- 
ray film index up despite higher discounts. Feb 
89:11. 

¢ Three pharmacy indexes rise in 4th quarter. 
Apr 89:14. 

© Twelve of 21 indexes down in last two years. 
Mar 89:14. 


Product Evaluation Reports 

¢ Armand Leg Exerciser, Country Boy. Mar 
89:23. 

¢ Aspirator, Instavac. Jun 89:22. 

¢ Bed, ‘Monarch’ Patient Air Loss. Feb 89:20. 
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¢ Catheter Clamp, Angiographic Angio Tal- 
Clip. Mar 89:23. 

¢ Chemical Blending System, CompuBlend. Jun 
89:22. 

* Compression System, Model EPS-410. Apr 
89:21. 

* Dental Care System, Model 6281. Feb 89:20. 

* Dialysis Inpersol Cycler, Cycler 1000. Apr 
89:21. 


¢ Drug Delivery System, Phoresor Iontophor, 
etc. Jul 89:22. 


* Endoscope, Video Camera OTV-F2. Apr 89:21. 


¢ Endotracheal Tube Holder Adult RSP K2000, 
K3000. Apr 89:21. 

¢ Implants, Hydrophilic Scleral Miragel. Apr 
89:21. 

¢ IV Pole, Portable Click Lock. Jul 89:22. 

¢ Laser Code Scanner, Hand-Held Optel 2280. 
Mar 89:23. 

¢ Liquid Oxygen System, Portable Pulsar I and 
Il. Apr 89:21. 

* Oral Hygiene Device, Interplak. Feb 89:20. 

¢ Packing Gauze, Surgical S1 Series. Mar 89:23. 
¢ Pad, Decubitus Dr. Volkner’s Lamellar Turn- 
ing Bed. Jul 89:22. 

¢ Suction Equipment, Portable 5500ASY. Jul 
89:22 


° Ultraviolet Sterilizer Model CSL-12R/60. Jul 
89:22. 
* Underpad, Disposable Superorb. Jul 89:22. 


Purchase Law Clinic (column by Dr. Russell 
Decker, J.D., unless otherwise noted) 

* Consider two time-honored legal concepts re- 
lated to hospital food service liability. Aug 
89:21. 

¢ Contracting parties should clearly establish 
their intent to validate open-ended contracts. 
Oct 90:25. 

¢ Contract that says vendor must be price- 
competitive may give hospital an out. Oct 89:20. 
¢ County and not-for-profit hospital mergers 
should avoid local government support. Feb 
90:20. 

* Decision on contaminated blood restates that 


providing blood is a service, nota sale. Apr 
89:18. 

¢ For-profit ambulance service requires added 
supply accounting for not-for-profit hospital. 
Jan 89:24. 

* Hospital materials managers need to be aware 
of actions that constitute legal acceptance. Dec 
90:20. 

* Hospital materials managers need to be aware 
of liability for equipment shipped to hospitals. 
Nov 90:25. 

¢ Hospitals must pay property taxes on leased 
equipment unless a contract states otherwise. 
Jun 90:22. 

* Hospitals need to limit their liability when 
selling used and surplus medical equipment. 
Jun 89:20. 

* Hospitals should insist on contracted price 
even when delivery is after contract expires. 
Nov 89:20. 

* Marketing middlemen can be held liable if 
they regularly sell hospital supplies. Sep 89:20. 
* Materials managers must act to mitigate the 
damages cause by a bad contract or supplier. 
Feb 89:18. 

¢ Materials managers must be wary of contract 
capacity in dealings with corporate suppliers. 
Mar 90:24. 

* Materials managers must remember that oral 
contracts can be valid, but difficult to enforce. 
May 90:24. 

© Materials managers must respond quickly to 
improper shipped goods to avoid headaches. 
Apr 90:24. 

* Materials managers’ pharmaceutical tracking 
responsibility limited to issuance and returns. 
Jan 90:20. 

¢ MMs must be selective in awarding food con- 
tracts because of potential liability. Jul 89:20. 

* States rule differently on subject of AIDS and 
disclosure of a blood donor's identity. May 
89:20. 

¢ Suppliers have multiple remedies if they feel 
hospital hasn't followed a contract's terms. Mar 
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